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   It  has been another successful year,  and we 
are thril led to share some results with you. 
   The Kibale Community Fuel Wood Proj ect  has 
been operat ing in Uganda since June 2006.  
Work started with two parishes bordering Kibale 
Nat ional Park, focusing on ways to reduce 
poaching of f irewood.  The mult i-faceted 
campaign helps protect  an amazingly rich 
diversit y of wildlife, and provides opportunit ies 
for local cit izens to appreciat e nature and feel  
personally invested in the long-term survival of  
Kibale.  Each year the proj ect  has increased it s 
reach by including two addit ional  parishes in 
proj ect  act ivit ies, and we are now act ive in 6 of  
the 27 parishes that  border Kibale. 
   Including at tendance at  movie shows, Science 
Centers, workshops and contests, over 15,000 
people were involved in the KCFWPÕs act ivit ies 
during Expansion Phase I (June Ô07-May Ô08).  
   The third yearly survey, conducted in June, 
revealed that  across four target  areas involved 
at  that  t ime: 42% of families use ef ficient  
stoves; Families using eff icient  stoves use 32% 
less wood than those with t radit ional stoves,  
and; 78% of families grow firewood at  home. 
   See the chart  on page 4 for a more detailed 
look at  how the proj ect  has made a posit ive 
change in the lives of vil lagers and toward 
protect ing Kibale and it s wildlife.   
  

Emmanuel (st af f ),  Christ opher,  and Sarah (int erns) made 
t he Òwe are openÓ sign t o at t ract  passers-by 
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ÒThe thing t hat  made me happy in t he science cent er 
is t he books Ð wonderful ones,  when you read you learn 

about  t he environment .Ó  -Ategeka Moses Amoot i 
   Since opening the f irst  Kibale Science Center 
in October 2006, the neighboring communit ies 
have been incredibly support ive and 
appreciat ive.  Displaying art ifacts previously 
hidden away in back rooms and closets of the 
Uganda Wildlife Authorit y, t he museums help 
bring pride for UgandaÕs amazing natural  
heritage, Kibale Nat ional Park. 
   The Great  Ape Trust  of Iowa funded the first  
Science Center, and remains the primary 
sponsor for this aspect  of the proj ect .  Unique 
at  incept ion, the Kibale Science Centers are 
st il l  the only inst it ut ions of their kind in 
Uganda: designed for local people and open to 
all visitors free of charge.  The Centers not  
only educate about  KibaleÕs wildlife,  they also 
demonst rate ways for people to help prot ect  
the park Ð besides a museum and library, each 
Center also has a border of Sesbania t rees and 
an energy saving Rocket  Stove. 
   In the last  update, you saw a photo of  a 
volunteer helping build a small l ibrary at  the 
Isunga demonst rat ion area. (Cont inued, page 2) 



 
 
 
 
 

Chopping t he park downÉ 

Science Cent ers Cont inued from page 1 

 
 

 

   Somet imes a lit t le mot ivat ion 
is all a person needs to make a 
change for the bet ter.  With t he 
st ruggles and hard work that  t he 
average Ugandan deals with on a 
daily basis,  there must  be a t ruly 
good reason for them to plant  
t rees for f irewood. 
   In the long-term, home-grown 
firewood great ly reduces a 
familyÕs workload.  In the short -
term, however, plant ing t rees 
can seem like a chore.  We 
appreciate this,  and know that  a 
l it t le encouragement  can go a 
long way. 
   Last  Update, we report ed on a 
t ree growing contest , where two 
winners each received bicycles 
for successfully growing Sesbania 
in the method promoted by the 
proj ect .  The contest  had t he 

Tree Cont est  
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Group lesson about  elephants wit h 
chi ld holding an elephant  femur.  

(photo court esy Annie Musselman) 

   The Isunga library now 
includes art ifacts, posters and 
more, and has become the 
proj ectÕs third Science Center.   
It  is staffed two days each week 
by a student  intern, and is 
supervised the proj ectÕs local 
Community Liaison. 
   In November, a fourth Science 
Center opened in one of our 
new target  areas,  Bigodi parish,  
on the Eastern boundary of  
Kibale.  Bigodi is the only target  
area on the east  side of the 
park, and the new center 
opened as a partnership with a 
community group called KAFRED 
(Kibale Associat ion for Rural  
Economic Development ).   
KAFRED runs the popular Bigodi 
Wet land Sanctuary, and is 
host ing the new Center in their 
compound, as well as providing 

skil led educators. 
   Just  as each community 
differs, so too is the design of  
each Science Center unique.  
The new center in Bigodi has 
two small rooms housing the 
library, art ifacts and posters,  
and a covered porch where 
visitors can sit  comfortably 
while reading.  In Isunga, the 
new center includes a rain 
tank, to assist  in creat ing a 
t ree nursery at  this successful  
demonst rat ion area. 
 

 

intended result , and 
encouraged even more people 
to t ry plant ing.  This year,  
many more families grew 
firewood, some with hundreds 
of t rees planted around their 
farms.  This yearÕs winners 

 

from Kahangi have nearly 
1,000 t rees bordering crops,  
and are an amazing example 
for their neighbors of the ease 
and feasibil it y of  growing 
firewood at  home.  We 
congratulate their success. 

Bagonza Jul ius and his wi fe Abwooli  in f ront  of  one of  t heir prize-winning 
Sesbania.   The t ree behind t hem (over 12 f eet  t al l ) is only six months old! 

 
Baboons near t he new Bigodi Center 

 



 
 
 

    Meet  Florence Kengonzi Akiiki.  She has 
been working for the KCFWP since it  started.  
Florence is a mother of four,  and also adopt ed 
two more after a close friend lost  her bat t le 
with AIDS.  She t ravels farther from her home 
to work than any other staff member, 12 miles 
each way on t he proj ect  bicycle, often with 
her youngest  child wrapped to her back.   
   Akiiki, (her nickname, which means cat ) is a 
wonderful woman who has gone through many 
hardships in l ife but  always comes back wit h a 
smile!  She started working for the proj ect  as a 
housekeeper.  This was work she had been 
doing for many years for researchers and 
students who came to study at  Kibale.  Soon 
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Staff  Prof i le 
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enough we realized how sil ly it  was to keep 
such a warm and engaging individual, a person 
who absolutely loves making new friends,  
stuck cleaning all day.  So, we hired Florence 
to work at  the Kaburala Science Center.  She is 
a teacher at  heart  and immediately took to 
gathering children around for story t ime, 
touring people around, and, most  important ly, 
making everyone feel welcome to come learn. 
   While Florence cont inues to work at  the 
Science Center, we have also promoted her to 
work an addit ional two days each week as a 
Community Liaison.  With each year, Akiiki 
gains new skil ls that  will hopefully allow for 
more opportunit ies for herself and her children 
in the future.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kibale Lions 
   Once common in grasslands in and around Kibale, l ions are now 
ext remely rare.  Pressure f rom people, combined with pine plant at ions 
planted in KibaleÕs grasslands from the 1960s-80s, has cont ributed to 
their ext reme decline.  Lions all across Africa are also becoming more 
rare.  This September, we were ecstat ic to hear that  a l ioness with cubs 
had been spot ted around the park, the f irst  confirmed sight ing of a l ion 
in the area for more than a decade.  However, less than two months 
after f irst  being spot ted, the lioness was kil led.  Her cubs have not  been 
seen.  This sad tale is both hopeful and informat ive: While prey 
populat ions and habitat  for l ions must  be improving, greater sensit izat ion 
of local communit ies is st il l  needed to ensure a bet ter future for wildlife.   
Through it s out reach educat ion act ivit ies, we hope that  the KCFWP can 
help make a dif ference for future generat ions of Kibale l ions. 
 

 
Lioness in Kidepo 

Nat ional  Park, Uganda 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

More Photos and Info 

on th e Website ! 

www.chimp-n-sea.org 

   YouÕve probably not iced this 
subject  has been a recurring theme 
in our newslet ters!  Before we make 
the plea once again, we must  thank 
the few wonderful private donors 
who have made donat ions. We 
received beaut iful new field guides 
and childrenÕs books that  are being 
appreciated by count less people, 
young and old. For those of you who 
werenÕt  able to donate before,  
perhaps now you can.  We have a 
great  need for more books as we 
cont inue to expand, and if you 
might  have some items to donat e,  
please contact  us at  
kibalewood@yahoo.com, or mail 
books, posters,  science equipment  
or old wildlife calendars to:  
KCFWP, c/o 
412 Rockland Avenue  
Merion PA 19066. 
   The KCFWP is also looking for 
volunteers to come and spend a 
month or more living in this amazing 
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program of Chimp-n-Sea 
Wildlife Conservat ion 

Fund, a registered 
501(c)(3) non-prof it  

organizat ion.  
Mark Laxer,  President  

480 Hogback Road 
Johnson, Vermont  

05656 
 
 

rainforest  and helping to achieve 
the proj ectÕs long-term goals.   It  
wil l t ruly be a life changing 
experience!  Check out  the 
website, or email us for more 
informat ion. 
 

Wishing you all the best  from 
UgandaÐ 
Becka & Michael 
 

Books and Volunt eers Needed 
 

 

Survey Data Cont inued from page 1 
 Basel ine Data, All  Areas 

418 households surveyed 
2008 Data,  Al l Areas 
400 households surveyed 

Is it  a st ruggle to obtain 
f irewood? 

93% YES 92% YES 

How do you propose t o 
lessen t he st ruggle? 

10% Cut  wood in KNP 
4% Use eff icient  st ove 
62% Plant  Trees 

4.5% Cut  wood in KNP 
10% Use ef f icient  stove 
70.5% Plant  Trees 

Do you grow t rees at  
home? 

55.5% YES 78% YES 

Do you grow Sesbania for 
f irewood at  home? 

10% YES 56% YES 

Do you use Tradit ional or 
Fuel Eff icient  Stove? 

3% Fuel Ef f icient   
96% Tradit ional 

42% Fuel Eff icient   
58% Tradit ional 

Average Wood Use  1.27 Heaps  0.98 Heap (combined) 
  Trad. 

1.13 
Heaps 

Fuel Eff.  
0.77 
Heaps  

Is f irewood collected 
inside Kibale Nat ional 
Park? 

30% YES 20.5% YES 

For a complete  report of  th e yearÕs acti viti es, visit th e Kibale Fuel Wood 
secti on of  chimp-n-sea.org. 

 

 

 



 
 
 The Kibale Community Fuel Wood Proj ect  has been made possible through the 

generous support  of the following individuals and organizat ions: 
*A star notes donors who helped both pilot  and expansion phases* 

 
*American Property Invest ment  Company* 

American Societ y of  Primatologist s 
*The Arcus Foundat ion Great  Apes Fund* 

*Asiainvest ment  Fund LLC* 
At tercop Sound 
Blank Park Zoo 

Bost on Foundat ion 
*Chelan Propert ies LLC* 

*Cleveland Met roparks Zoo Conservat ion Fund* 
Columbus Chapter,  American Associat ion of  Zoo Keepers 

*Columbus Zoo Conservat ion Fund* 
Disney Worldwide Conservat ion Fund 

*Great  Apes Film Init iat ive* 
*Great  Ape Trust  of  Iowa* 
Fairwold Questers Club 

*Idea Wild* 
*John Ball Zoo Society Conservat ion Fund* 

*Lavanch Propert ies LLC* 
*Lit t le Rock Chapter,  American Associat ion of  Zoo Keepers* 

Mart inson Elementary School 
Miami Met ro Zoo 
Milwaukee Zoo 

*Natural Encounters Conservat ion Fund* 
*Oakland Zoo Conservat ion Fund* 

Pearlman Jewish Day School 
*Philadelphia Chapter,  American Associat ion of  Zoo Keepers* 

Philadelphia Zoo Docent  Council Sal lie Teaf Fund 
*Point  Def iance Chapter,  American Associat ion of  Zoo Keepers* 

Puget  Sound Chapter,  American Associat ion of  Zoo Keepers 
Riverbanks Zoo and Gardens Conservat ion Support  Fund 

*Roger Wil liams Park Zoo Sophie Danforth Conservat ion Fund* 
San Diego Chapter,  American Associat ion of  Zoo Keepers 

Serono USA 
Woodland Park Zoo Conservat ion Depart ment  

Zoo Boise Conservat ion Fund 
Zoo New England Conservat ion Fund 
And Many Generous Private Donors 

 

Thank you al l  ver y much! 
 

To make a donat ion, please write a check to ÒChimp-n-Sea Wildlife Conservat ion FundÓ 
Mail to: 480 Hogback Road 
Johnson, Vermont  05656 

Please write ÒKibaleÓ on your checkÕs memo line.  You can also donate on-line via paypal,  
 at  www.chimp-n-sea.org. 

Chimp-n-Sea is a 501(c)(3) non-profit  organizat ion, and all donat ions are tax-deduct ible. 
 
 

Thank You! 
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